44

THE   HOME   OF   MANKIND

eruptions as the result of water seeping into the inner part of the
earth,, thereby causing a sort of gigantic boiler explosion with the
well-known disastrous results of an overflow of lava and steam.
But since then we have discovered several very busy volcanoes
hundreds of miles away from the sea, and that theory, too, has
therefore come to nought. Ask me again about all this two ccn-

THE CRUST OF THE EARTH IS AS FULL OF HOLES AS A SPONGE
turics hence; at the present moment we can only shake our heads
and repeat: " We do not know,"
Meanwhile, what about the surface of the earth itself? We
used to talk so glibly about the rock of ages that would for ever
defy the changes of time. Modern science is less confident and
regards this rock and all other rocks as something living and
therefore subject to constant change. The rain raineth upon it
and the wind bloweth upon it, and together, with the help of
Jack Frost and his glaciers, they cause the mountains to wither
away at the rate of three inches every ten centuries. If there